For The School Of The Art Institute Of Chicago,
The Quality And Flexibility Of Lista’s Products
Are A Beautiful Thing
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Said Tom Buechele, Associate Vice-President
of Facilities, Operations and Planning at the
School, “Most of our classroom furniture is Lista.
In fact, we have Lista work tables in almost every
department, including Fashion, Visual Communications, Printmaking, Ceramics, and Architecture,

“The price point
was very attractive,” Buechele recalled, “but it
was the shear quality and durability of the Lista
products that overwhelmed us. Schools are a very
hard environment for furniture, especially where
students are constantly using the table to perform
different tasks.”
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Lista’s classroom tables are designed to pro-
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the furniture needs to be able to
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Recently SAIC purchased Lista
classroom tables with these options for two newly
built departments — the fashion department and
the visual communications department — at their
award-winning Sullivan Center. Michelle
Maynard, Director of Facilities & Campus Services
at the School, described some of the thinking
behind the purchase decision.
She said,
“It’s been
our experience that
the Lista
tables are
extremely
strong and
modular.
You can get
a lot of use out of them in a classroom workspace
with students moving them around, pounding on
them, and even standing on them.
“For the Fashion Department, mobility, in
addition to durability, was essential. We decided

times, and to multiple buildings in some cases.
“Being able to take the tables apart and use
them in a variety of ways is so important,”
Maynard said. “We can’t always afford a professional mover, so the tables need to be able to
handle some abuse.”
SAIC’s Facilities team specified butcher block
tops for their classroom tables. “We felt that the
butcher block top is a lot more attractive,” said
Maynard. “Plus if it gets beaten up, it’s easy to
sand down and then refinish. And if you get paint
on it, you can just flip it over.”
Buechele also comment on the re-usability of
the Lista table worksurface.
“It’s a very green product,” he said. “It’s easy
to change out the top and get maximum use out
of the rest of the table. With many of our benches,
we’ve re-used the legs two or three times.”

The art of versatility.
The versatility of the Lista products is particularly impressive when you consider the wide
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this location, a Lista
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storage above.

agreed, saying, “In the

Function and form.
Groves went on to discuss the aesthetic value
of the Lista tables, particularly important at a
school like SAIC.
He said, “Of course these tables are great in
terms of their sheer indestructibility. But another
element that visual artists find important is the
way the tables visually mesh with the classroom

Fashion department, the butcher block tops
match the color of our bamboo floor. It’s a nice
rich look. Each department has a slightly different
color scheme. In AIADO, it’s mostly grays and
blues for the tables and the environment. In
Visual Communications, we went with white
tables. We were a little worried at first that they
were going to get dirty, but they just look really
bright and great.”
Maynard concluded by summing up the reason why the School of the Art Institute of Chicago
finds the Lista solutions to be such a thing of
beauty.
She said, “The products in a school like this
have to meet three basic criteria. They have to be
versatile. They have to be strong. And they have
to be attractive.”
For this Art School, the solution that met the
all the requirements of form and function had to
be Lista.

environment. They have to look good as well as
function well. Our overall look in the Ceramics
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Department combines gray tones with natural
wood. The Lista tables are primarily a gray-blue
color, with blue legs and the butcher block top.
Everyone I speak with really loves the look of the
Lista tables.”
Tom Buechele also referenced the aesthetics
of the Lista equipment.
“The tables work for us on multiple levels,”
he said. “They are mechanically sound and provide the functionality we need. And in terms of
aesthetics, they have a clean and simple look.
They aren’t overly fussy; they don’t compete with
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